A district winner in the 2007 Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions, soprano Courtney Kalbacker, has delighted audiences with her expressive tone and powerful stage presence. In the summer of 2008, Ms. Kalbacker made her debut in both Koussevitzky Shed and Ozawa Hall as a soprano soloist in Honegger’s Le Roi David with the Boston University Tanglewood Institute Chorus. Her operatic credits include the title role in The Ballad of Baby Doe, “Frau Fluth” in Die Lustigen Weiber von Windsor as well as partial roles of Sofie in Der Rosenkavalier, Gretel in Hansel and Gretel, Rosemary in Summer and Smoke and Papagena in The Magic Flute. Originally from North Carolina, Ms. Kalbacker received her Bachelor of Music degree in 2006 from Boston University. There, she enjoyed performing numerous choral works under the baton of Dr. Ann Howard Jones with whom she has been featured as a soprano soloist in works such as Orff’s Carmina Burana, Mozart’s Missa Brevis in C, and Verdi’s Quattri Pezzi Sacri. Hailed as an excellent musician, Ms. Kalbacker frequently collaborates with emerging Bostonian composers, debuting both contemporary song cycles and choral works within the last few years.  An active recitalist, she has also given several high profile collaborative recitals, including performing with Simon Estes in her professional debut in his hometown of Des Moines, Iowa. In addition to her developing solo career Ms. Kalbacker is also an energetic member of the voice faculty at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute where she teaches privately, directs opera scenes, and has developed and implemented a Acting and Movement for Singers course for the gifted students that the program attracts each summer. Upcoming engagements include the premiere of The Nut and the Nun, a new opera by Katarzyna Brochocka, in which she will sing the role of the Nun that was created for her by the composer. 

